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ISAIAH xxx. 21. middle clauſe. 
1 


bis is the way, walk ye in it —— 


HIS part of J/azab's prophecy was 
pr pa by him at a time when 
| Sennacherib, king of Afſyria, had 
invaded the land of Fudea, and 

was about to beſtege the city of Jeruſalem ; 
which ſtruck the inhabitants with great con- | 
ſternation, and put them on contriving diff, Þ}| 
ferent methods for their ſecurity. Some of 
them thought of going down to Egypt, or 
of ſending to that nation for aſſiſtance, in this 
their time of extremity : for which they are 
ſharply reproved in the beginning of this 
chapter ; and are told *, that therr ſtrength was 
to fit fill, that is, to be quiet and eaſy, and 
abide in the city of Jeruſalem ; and not once 
think of betaking themſelves elſewhere ; 
when they might aſſure themſelves of prote- 
ction and ae but this meſſage from God, 
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by the prophet, was lighted by them; For 
thus ſaith the Lord God, the holy one of Iſrael, 


In 3 and reft ſhall ye be ſaved; in 
quietneſs and in confidence ſhall be your ſtrength, 

and ye would not“. herefore they are 
threaten'd with ſwift ruin and deſtruction. 

But as the Lord always had a compaſſionate 

regard to his dear children, the remnant, ac- 

cording to the election of grace among that 

people; ſo he always took care to give out 
gracious promiſes for their relief and ſupport 

in the worſt of times. Accordingly it is ſaid 

in the context ©; And therefore will the Lord 

wait, that he may be gracious unto you ; and 
therefore will be be exalted, that he may have 

mercy upon you ; he will defer the execution 

; of his judgments; he will not ſtir up all his 
; wrath : but when the ſet time is come, he 
will ariſe and have mercy on you; for the 
TDLord is a God of Judgment, who can do no- 
| thing but what is juſt and right, and every 
| thing well and wiſely ; who always acts ac- 
| _ cording to juſtice, with judgment and wiſ- 
; dom, and alſo with clemency, goodneſs and 
| mercy ; in which ſenſe the word Judgment is 
ſometimes uſed; as when the prophet ſays*, O 

Lord correct me, but with judgment; not in thine 
Anger, leſt thou bring me to nothing. And be- 
cauſe the Lord is, in this fenſe, a God of 
judgment ; 'tis a great encouragement to per- 


® Fer. is. © Per. 18. 0 Jer. x. 24. 
ſlons 
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ſons to wait for him, and truſt in him; BIE 
ſed are all they that wait for him, who place 
their hope and confidence in him, and not in 
men; who make uſe of no illicit methods, 
nor apply to others for help and aſſiſtance in 
time of diſtreſs ; for the people ſhall dwell in 
Zion, at Jeruſalem, that is, in ſafety, with- 
out fear of their enemies; Thou ſhalt weep no 
more, or not long; he, God, will be very 
gracious to thee, at the voice of thy cry, 

rayer and ſupplication to him; hen he ſhall 
dow it, he will anſwer thee, ſooner or later, 
in his own time: and though the Lord give 
you the bread of adverſity, and the water of 
afftition, either now, at this preſent time, 
or hereafter, in the Babyloniſh captivity ; yet 
ſhall not thy teachers be removed into a corner 
any more; or as others read the words, Thy 
rain ſhall not be removed from thee ; for one 
and the ſame word ſignifies both rain and a 
teacher; becauſe, doctrine from the mouth 
of the teacher, drops like rain upon the ten- 
der herb, and as ſhowers on the graſs; and is 
here to be underſtood of the rain of {ſpiritual 
doctrine; ſo that the ſenſe is much the ſame, 
and the meaning of the words this ; 'That 
though the peop!: of God ſhould be attended 
with bodily afflictions, they ſhould have ſpi- 


Calvin, Munſter, &c. 

e Joel. ii 23. Quod fi ibi ſignificat pluwiam, meta- 
phorice notabitur is, qui de coelo deſcendit et irrigat ad ju- 
ſtitiam. Coccei Lexic. in Rad. , p. 339. | 
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ritual conſolation ; and though they might 
have a famine of bread and water, yet not of 
hearing the word of the Lord. Thine eyes 
ſhall fee thy teachers, in their proper places, 
doing the proper work of their office; and 
thine ears ſhall hear a voice behind thee, 45 * 
ing; This 1s the way, walk ye in it. C 
Lord will open thine ears to diſcipline, and 
thine hcart to attend to the things ſpoken by 
him in the word of the goſpel ; —— thou 
turneſt out of his way, to the right hand or 
the left. The word being ſaid to be behind 
them, points out their declenſions and back- 
flidings, who had laid to the prophets s, Get 
ye out 4 the way; turn afide out of the path; 
cauſe the holy one of Iſrael to ceaſe from before 
us. And it is thought by ſome®, to be an 
alluſion to ſchoolmaſters, who ſtand behind 
their ſcholars, or at their. back, to guide, 
teach, and inftruct them. Others i think, 
the reference is to ſhepherds following their 
flocks ; who, when they obſerve any of the 
ſheep going out of the way, call them back; 
or rather, the expreſſion ſeems to be borrow- 
ed from travellers; who coming to a place 
where are ſeveral ways, and being at a loſs 


s Ver. 11. 

» Deum vero hic paedagogo comparat, qui pueros fibi 
ante oculos ſtatuit, ut eos melius formet atque regat. Calvin. 
in loc. | 

| Loquitur autem ad ſimilitudinem paſtoris ; qui oves 
aberrantes a tergo inclamans ad viam revocat, et illae audita 


voce ejus in ordinem redeunt. Maſcu/as in loc, : 
which 
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which to take, are inclined to turn to the 
right. hand, or the left, when they are 
called to by perſons behind them, at a di- 
ſtance from them, directing them in the right 
way *; and ſuch is this here directed to. 

The obſervation I make on the text is this : 
That the word of God, or goſpel of Chriſt, 
is a full and ſure direction to the people of 
God, as to the way in which they ſhould 
walk. 

This is the more ſure word of prophecy ', 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed. 
This is a lamp unto your feet ®, and a /ight. 
unto your paths. Tt is the rule of faith and 
practice; by which the whole walk and con- 
verſation of the ſaints, both in faith and ho- 
lineſs, is to be directed. We are to follow 
God and not men ; the bible, and not the 
doctrines and inventions of men. Though a 
majority may be on one fide of the queſtion, 
we are not to follow a multitude to do evil. 
All the world wonder'd after the beaſt ®. Nor 
are riches and learning to have any influence 
upon us, or weight with us, to incline us 
one way or another ; were theſe a rule of 


* So the Chaldee paraphraſe explains the words, N 
 RIDITT Nr, hi, is the right way ; with which agree 
the comments of R. Sol. Jarchi, R. Dawid Kimchi, and 
R. Aben Ezra, in loc. Though the Arabic verſion, follow- 
ing the Sepruagint, repreſents them as the words of ſeducers, 
direfting to a wrong way. 

* 2 Pot. 1. 59, n Pſal. cxix. 105. n Rev. xiii. 3. 


judg. 


ſopby and vain deceit ; after the tradition of 


word, it is becauſe there is no light in them *, 
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judgment, our Lord muſt have been rejected 
as an impoſtor and deceiver. Have any of the 
rulers, the heads and governors of the people, 
civil or eccleſiaſtical, or of the Phariſees, that 
learned body of men, believed on him? But 
this people, who knoweth not the law, are 
curſed® ; a company of poor illiterate and 
* perſons. Not the traditions of 
men, the productions of carnal reaſon, natu- 
ral ſchemes, or philoſophical quirks, are to 
be regarded by us, but the word of Chriſt : 
Beware, leſt any man ſpoil you through pbilo- 


men, after the rudiments of the world, and 
not after Chriſt *. Nor are education prin- 
ciples to be truſted to, and depended upon, 
without examination; nor are we to be go- 
verned by the cuſtoms of the people, which are 
generally vain ; but to the law and to the 
teſtimony, if men ſpeak not according to this 


We ſhould /earch the ſcriptures *, as the no- 
ble Bereans did, to ſce whether the things 
ſpoken art fo or no; for they are the 
which Ze/t;fy of Chriſt, of his perſon and + 4 
tices, of his grace, blood, righteouſneſs, ſa- 
crifice and ſatisfaction, and of the way of 
falvation by him; they are the ſtandard to 
which all doctrines and practices are to be 


© John vii. 48, 49. „ Col. ii. 8 4 Jer, x. 3. 
” lia. viii. 20. John v. 30 Acts vii. 11. 


brought, 
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brought, and by which they are to be oa 

and theſe contain full and ſure directions with 
reſpect to both; are 2 for do- 
TS: for reproof, 572 or correction, for inſtru- 
tion in righteouſneſs; that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all 
good works ©, If any are at a loſs about the 
way in which they ſhould walk ; let them 
examine the 3 the ſcriptures, the 
word of God, and goſpel of Chriſt ; let them 
| fand in the ways, pix yy and aſe for the old 
paths, Where is the 2 way, and walk 

oy fherem *, 
{ The method I ſhall take in the proſecution 
of this ſubject, will be as follows: 


I. I ſhall give ſome further account of the 
word, ſaid to be behind ; which directs 
to the way in which the people of God 
ſhould walk. 

II. Shew what that way is which this 
word directs to. 

III. Enquire what is meant by walk- 
ing in the way which is exhorted to. 
And, 

IV. Obſerve ſome advantages which ariſe 
to perſons walking in this way, and 
which may be contider'd as encourage- 
ments to them to walk in it. 


2 Tim. iii. 16. U fer. vi. 16. 
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I. I ſhall give ſome further account c 
the word behind, which directs the ſaints t 


walk in the right way. And by this we ar 
to underſtand, not the word ſpoken by an 


els * ; which is the law that was given t 
Moſes, by the diſpoſition of angels *. Whe 

od appeared on mount Sinai, it was wit 
great folemnity and majeſty ; he came wit 
ten thouſands of ſaints, his holy ones, th 
angels; from his right hand went a fie 


law? ; which was received by thoſe min 


ſtring ſpirits, and was ordain d, or diſpoſe 
of by them, in the hand of a mediator * 
which mediator was Mojes. But though 
word ſpoken by them, and delivered out wit 
ſo much ſolemnity, required the ſtricteſt a 
tention and regard; yet this is not the wot 


intended here; for that was a voice of word 


which they that heard, intreated that t, 
word ſhould not be ſpoken to them any more 
for they could not endure that which w 
commanded * ; it was a voice of terror, ar 
devoid of mercy ; it accuſed of fin; pre 
nounced men guilty ; curſed them on a- 
count of it, and was a miniſtration of cor 
demnation and death. But the word in ol 
text, is the ſtill ſmall voice of the goſpe 
the voice of Chriſt ; which his ſheep hea 


* Heb. it. 2. x Acds vii. 53. Deut. xxx111. 
2 Gal. iii. 19. * Heb. xii 19, 20. 
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and are capable of diſtinguiſhing from the 


voice of a ſtranger : it is a word clothed 

t Of with power, and is effectual to many great 
ts to and wonderful purpoſes ; it is a ſoul ſhaking, 
2 Are and heart breaking voice: what is ſaid of 
an- the voice of the Lord, may, in ſome ſenſe, 

n tobe applied to this; The voice of the Lord 
hen is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full 
with of 5 ; the voice of the Lord breaks the 
with cedars; the voice of the Lord ſhakes the 
the wilderneſs*. This is a means not only of 
ier) awakening and convincing, but alſo of quic- 
uni- kening ſinners, dead in treſpaſſes and fins : 
poſcdſ The hour is coming, and now is, ſays Chriſt, 
for " ¶ when the dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son 
ugh af of God ; and they that hear ſhall live; yea, it 
t with is a ſoul comforting and reviving word to his 
lt at people; it is he voice of the charmers, charm- 
word ing exceeding wi/ely * ; it allures the hearts 
word of believers; it raviſhes their ſouls ; it raiſes 
it and engages their affections, and fills their 
more minds with inexpreſſible delight and pleaſure ; 
þ WAY it is a voice of love, grace and mercy, This 
r, any word may be conſidered as ſpoken and deli- 
pro vered by the miniſters of Chriſt, who are am- 
on ac baſſadors for him, and ſtand in his ſtead : 
f con when they preach his goſpel, he ſpeaks in 
in Ou them, and by them; ſo that he that hears 
golpef} them, hears him; and he that deſpiſes 
p heaff them, deſpiſes him. Now this word, whe- 
ther it be conſidered as lying in the bible, or 
} Pal. xix. 4, 5, 8. John v. 25. © Pal. lviti.g. 
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as ſpoken by Chriſt, or as delivered by his 
faithful miniſters, is, | 

1. The word of God. It comes from him, 
was dictated by him, is the breath of the Al- 
mighty, was given forth by divine inſpiration; 
the writers of it were moved by the holy 
Ghoſt ; what is faid by David of himſelf, is 
as true of all the reſt of the penmen of the 


 facred ſcriptures; The Spirit of the Lord 


ſpake by me, and his word was in my tongue: 


ſo that what they wrote was not their own, 
but God's : yea, what our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
delivered, as the great prophet in Jrael, was 
not his own, but his Father's : The word 


obich you hear, ſays hef, is not mine, but the 


Father's which ſent me. And fo what the 
true and faithful minifters of Chriſt preach, 
agreeable to the ſcriptures of truth, and the 
goſpel of Chriſt, is to be regarded and re- 
ceived, not as the word of men, but as it is in 
truth, the word of God s. And, indeed, the 
wonderful things which are done by it, and 
which can be aſcribed to nothing elſe but the 
power of God poing along with it, bear a 
teſtimony to it, and prove it to be his; ſuch 
as quickening of dead finners, opening blind 


eyes, unſtopping deaf cars, ſoftning hard hearts, 


fubduing rebellious wills, reconciling minds, 
which were enmity to God, to Chriſt, to his 
goſpel, ordinances. and people; and deliver- 
ing fouls out of the power of darkneſs, and 
© Sam. xxili. 2. John xiv. 24, *# 1 Theſſ. ii. 13. 
15 it | | | tran- 
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tranſlating them into the kingdom of God's 
dear Son. 

2. It is the word of truth", The ſcrip- 
tures, in which it lies, are the ſcriptures of 
truth ; it comes from the God of truth : the 
ſum and ſubſtance of it is Chriſt, who is the 
truth. It is opened and applied, and men 
are guided into it by the Hpirit of truth. 


It conſiſts of a ſett and chain of truths which 


are inſeparably connected together; the 
rincipal of which lies in thoſe words; This 
is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Jeſus Chrift came into the 
world to ſave finners, of whom I am chief. 
3. It is the word of reconciliation *, Tt 
gives the plan and model of reconciliation, 
as it was drawn in the divine mind and coun- 
cil from everlaſting : it points out this as the 
work cut out for the Meſſiah before he came; 
and acquaints us, that he aſſumed human 
nature in order to do it; and that the elect 
of God, even while they were enemies, were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son ; 
and that he has actually, and compleatly, 
made peace for them by the blood of his croſs; 
whence the goſpel is called, The goſpel of 


peace, and the word preaching peace by Teſs 


Chrift, who is Lord of all. 
4. It is the word of righteouſneſs ® ; not 
only becauſe it teaches and engages men to 


h Eph. i. 13. 1 Tim. i. 15. 


k 2 Cor. v. 19. 
Eph. vi. 15. Acts x. 36. 
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live righteouſly and ſoberly, but becauſe 
therein is revealed the righteouſneſs of God, 
from faith to faith; even that righteouſ- 
neſs, which Chriſt, who is God over all, has 
wrought out for his people; which God is 
well pleaſed with, and graciouſly imputes 
unto them ; his juſtice being ſatisfied with 
it, and his law magnified and made honour- 
able by it; and which faith lays hold upon as 
a juſtifying righteouſneſs ; being pure, ſpot- 
leſs, perfect and compleat ; and ſo by it, 4/ 
that believe are juſtified from all things, from 
which they could not be juſtified by the law of 
Moſes *. 1 

5. It is the word of life *. It is the 
Spirit which giveth life; it is the means of 
giving and . communicating ſpiritual life to 
dead ſinners, When attended with the ſpirit 
and power of Chriſt; it is the ſavour of life 
unto life, and alſo che means of reviving and 
refreſhing drooping helievers ; and moreover, 
ſhows the path of life, the way to eter- 
nal life and happineſs by Chriſt ; for life 
and immortality are brought to Ii abt, not by 
the light of nature, nor by the law of Me/es, 
but through the goſpel of Chriſt . 

6. It is the word of ſalvation ©, It brings 
the news of ſalvation by Chriſt; it is a de- 
claration of it ; it gives an account both of 
the author and nature of it; it deſcribes the 


. „Ads xiii. 39. v Phil. ii. 16. 
* 2 Tim 1. 10. *! AQsxiit. 46. 7 


perſons 
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rſons intereſted in it, it encourages poor 
ſouls to look to Chriſt for it, and is the 
means of the application of it; it is the 
power of God unto ſalvation, to every one that 
believeth *. | 

Now ſuch a word as this which comes from 
God, is clothed with his authority, has the 
ſignature of truth upon it, and is charged with 
matters of the greateſt moment and concern; 
ſuch as our reconciliation with God, our ju- 
ſtification before him, and the way of life 
and falvation by Chriſt, ought to be attended 
to ; and whatſoever that makes known unto 
us, enjoins on us, or directs us to, ſhould be 
regarded by us ; which brings me, 


II. To ſhew you what that way is which 
this word exhorts us to walk in, The grand 
and principal way is Chriſt; the leſſer ones 
are the paths of doctrine and duty, and each 
of thts. we are directed to by the word 
behind us. 

1. Chriſt is the chief and principal way the 
word directs us to walk in; yea, he himſelf 
ſays, „I am the way. Under this head I 
ſhall endeavour to ſhow you, (1.) What 
Chriſt is the way unto. (2.) What a way 
he is. 

(I.) What he is the way unto : he is the 
way to the Father ; he is the way to the co- 


3 Rom. i. 16. © John xiv. 6, 


venant 
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venant of grace, and to a participation and 
enjoyment of all the bleſſings and promiſes 
of it. He 1s the way of falvation, and to 
heaven, and eternal glory. 

[I.] He is the way to the Father; he is 
the Father's way to us, and our way to the 
Father. Jehovah the Father never took one 
ſtep towards the ſalvation of his people out 
of Chriſt ; his thoughts about it began with 
him; he poſſeſſed him in the beginning of bis 
way of grace, before his works of old *, of 
creation and providence ; all his purpoſes, re- 
ſolutions, and determinations concerning that 
2 were in him; the whole ſcheme of 
it is according to the eternal purpoſe which he 
purpoſed in Cri Jeſus our Lord * : he drew 
the plan and model of reconciliation in him, 
in the council of peace that was held with 
him; he choſe his ele& in him, and bleſſed 
them with all ſpiritual bleſſings in him; 

e was given to them in him before the 
world began. All fulneſs of grace was put 
into his hands as Mediator, that they might 
receive out of it, in all generations, grace for 
grace, The goings forth of God, in the 
way of grace to his people, both in Franke 
and in time, have always been throug 
Chriſt. And as he is the Father's way to us, 
he js our way to the Father: I am the way, 
lays he, no man cometh unto the Father but 
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by me ; none of all the individuals of human 
nature can corne to him in any other way ; 
but through him both Jevis and Gentiles have 
an acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father *; 
hence he is ſaid to be able to ſave to the utter- 
moſt all that come unto God by him”. 

There is no way to God upon the foot of 
the covenant of works. Man was made after 
the image, and in the likeneſs of God ; was 
in a ſtate of friendſhip and amity with God; 
was the favourite and darling of heaven ; was 
placed in the moſt delightful and fruitful ſpot 
in all the globe, and had a power to eat of 
every tree in the garden, excepting one; all 
the creatures of the earth were ſubject to him, 
and he had all things about him for conveni- 
ence and delight : But man being in honour 
abode not long ; fin ſoon ſeparated chief 
friends; man liſtened to the voice of the 
tempter, turned his back of God, and apo- 
ſtatized from him; upon which he was both 
aſhamed and afraid to appear before God, 
when called by him, but was obliged to it; 
and after his arraignment, trial, and ſentence, 
he was drove out of his cartily paradice; and 
cherubims and a flaming {ward were placed 
at the eaſt of the garden, to keep the way of 
the tree of lite ; intimating, that there was 
no coming to God, nor obtaining lite, by the 
covenant of works, God is a conſuming fire; 


* 7 * — n 2 


* Eph. ii. 18. „ Heb. vu. 25. 
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there's no drawing nigh to an abſolute God, 
to God out of Chriſt: Who can engage his 
heart to approach unto him? There's need of 
a day's man to lay his hands on both : There's 
no acceſs without a Mediator. Chriſt is the 
Mediator between God and man, typified by 
Jacob's ladder, which was ſet upon ch 
and its top reached to heaven; he has aſ- 
ſumed human nature, fulfilled the law, and 
ſatisfied divine juſtice in it, and ſo has remo- 
ved the obſtacles which were in the way of 
a ſinner's coming to God. He takes his own 
people, as it were, by the hand, and leads 
them into his Father's preſence, ſo that they 
have boldneſs, and acceſs with confidence, by 
the faith of him * though they are black in 
themſelves they are comely in him, through 
the perfect comelineſs and righteouſneſs he 
uts upon them ; hence their perſons are ac- 
cepted in the beloved*, and fo likewiſe are 
their ſervices ; their prayers to God are odours 
of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour, being preſented 
to him perfumed with the incenſe of his me- 
diation ; their ſacrifices of prayer and praiſe 
are acceptable to God through him ; where 
fore it is right that we ſhould by him offer th: 
facrifice of praiſe to God continually, that 15 
the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to bi, 
naue“; eſpecially, ſince, 


2 Eph. iii. 12. Chap. i. 6. 
» Heb. xi. 16. 


[2.] Chrif 


e earth, 
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(2-] Chriſt is the way to the participation 
and enjoyment of the bleſſings of the cove- 
nant of grace. The covenant of grace was 
made with Chriſt from everlaſting, as the 
head and repreſentative of God's elect, and 
for, and on the behalf of them. It was or- 
dered in all things for God's glory, and their 


good, being ſtored with all ſpiritual bleſſings 


ſuitable for them, and enſured to them; all 
which were put into the hands of Chriſt for 
them. Now, though all theſe bleſſings were 
originally provided, laid up, and ſecured in 
this covenant by the free grace of God, yet 
they all come to us through the blood of 
Chriſt ; hence that is called the blood of the 
everlaſting covenant *, Nor is there any 


coming at any of them but by him; thus, 


for inſtance, forgiveneſs of {in is a bleſſing of 
the covenant ; I will be merciful to their un- 
righteouſneſs, fays God, and their fins and 
their iniquities will I remember no more: 
but then this comes to us through the blood 
of Chriſt; there's no pardon to be had in any 
other way, none to be expected from an abſo- 
lute God, from God out of Chriſt; in him 
we have redemption, through his blood, even 
the forgiveneſs of our fins, according to the 
riches of bis grace*®. Nor can we come 
at it, but by him, and by ſaying as the poor 
publican did, God be merciful, , be 


* Heb. xii, 20. Chap. viii. 12. * Eph.. 9. 


E 2 pro- 
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propitious t me @ finner ; or, God be mer- 
ciful to me a ſinner, through the propitiatory 
ſacrifice of his Son. Juſtification is owing to 
the free grace of God, as the impulſive: and 


moving cauſe of it, but then it is alſo by the 


blood and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and thro” 
the redemption 5 that is in him. Adoption i is a 
bleſſing of grace, provided for, and beſtowed 
upon the elect in the covenant of grace; but 
inaſmuch as fin threw obftacles in the way of 
their actual and perſonal enjoyment of it, 
Chriſt came and redeemed them by his blood, 
that they might receive the adoption of chil. 


| dren". In a word, though eternal life was 


promiſed in the covenant, before the world 
began, by God that cannot lye, yet Chritt 
came to procure it for us, and convey it to 
us ; he came that we might have hte, and 
has eit more abunaantly *. wn 

3.] Chriſt is the way of ſalvation kick 
the word of God directs us to, and the mini- 
ſters of it ſhew unto us. He is the way ol 
ſalvation which God has fixed, reſolved, and 
determined on. God has appointed: him to 
be his ſalvation unto the ends of the earth; 
and thoſe which he has appointed not unto 
wrath, but to obtain ſalvation, he has appoint- 
ed thera to obtain it by Chriſt Jeſus. The 
Lord, as ke is determined to fave them, he's 


Luke xvii, 13. 6s Rom. iii. 34. 
hk Gal. iv. 4, 5. i John x. 10. 


deter- 


determined to ſave them in this, and in no 
other way: I will have mercy on the houſe of 
Judah, and will ſave them by the Lord their 
God, and will not fave them by bow, nor by 
faword, nor by battle, by horſes, nor by horſe- 


nen; wherefore, though there may be ma- 


ny devices in a man's heart ; ane man may 


contrive one way of ſalvation, and another 


man another, nevertheleſs the counſel of the 
Lord that ſhall tand. This is a way agree- 
able to all the divine perfections; the glory of 
them is great in this way of ſalvation; here 
mercy and truth are met tog!ther, righteouſ- 
neſs and peace have kiſſed each other ®, The 
rights and honours of God's juſtice and holi- 
neſs are hereby ſecured, as well as the riches 
of his love, grace, and mercy, ditplayed. 
This is a way of falvation in which fatan is 
moſt grievouſly mortified ; for it muſt be a 
reat mortification to that proud ſpirit to have 
bis head bruiſed, himſelf, and works deſtroy- 
ed, and for men to be ſaved by the ſeed of 


the woman; by Chriſt in human nature, the 
ruin of which nature he had contrived, and 


brought about. A way in which he loftineſs 
of man is bowed down, and the haughtineſs of 
man is made lose; the creature is debaſed, his 
works of righteouſneſs laid afide, a blaſt is 
blown on all his goodlineſs, and the Lord 


* Hol. i. 7. Prov. xix. 21. 
= Pal. Ixxxv. 10. » Ifaiah ii. 17, 


alone 
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alone is exalted, A way which is entirely 
ſuitable to a poor ſinner's caſe, in which eve- 
ry thing needful tor him, pardon, and clean- 
ſing, righteouſneſs, and holineſs, grace of eve- 
ind, and alſo glory, are provided for him. 
Such a way of falvation is Chriſt, that the 
vileſt and chief of ſinners have no reaſon to 
deſpair of it ; for whoever looks to him for 
it, and believes in him, ſhall not periſh, but 
have everlaſting lite. To ſay no more, it is a 
way in which the righteous, though they are 
faid to be /carcely ſaved ®, by reaſon of their 
afflictions, trials, and temptations, yet they 
are, and will be certainly ſaved with an ever- 
laſting ſalvation. . 
[4.] Chriſt is the way to heaven and eter- 


nal es Having obtained by his blood 


eternal redemption for his people, he is en- 
tered into heaven as a forerunner, to take 

ſſeſſion of it in their name, and prepare 
it for them. He's the great captain of ſal- 
vation, who brings many ſons to glory, thro' 


the Spirit's work of grace upon their fouls, 


and by virtue of his own blood and righte- 
ouſneſs; by the one as their meetneſs, and 
by the other as their right, to their heaven- 
ly inheritance, without Which none will ever 


ce or enter into the kingdom of heaven. 


But | 20 Cit, 


0.x Pet. iv. 18. 
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2. To ſhew what a way Chriſt is: He is 


the only way, a new and a living one, a plain 
and ſtraight way, a narrow one indeed, but 
yet ſafe and ſure. 

[I.] He is the only way. Tam, ſays he, 
the way; emphatically and eminently ſo, the 
beſt and the only one: He is the only way to 
the Father ; no finful man ever did, or could, 
or can, or will come to the Father, but by 
him; There is but one Mediator between God 
and man, the man Chriſt Feſus. He is the 
only way to the covenant of grace, and the 
bleſſings of it; none ever enjoyed any of them, 
but in and by him: He is the alone Media- 
tor, ſurety, and meſſenger of it; he is the 
only way of ſalvation, he is the head of the 
corner; Neither is there ſalvation in any other, 
for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we muſt be ſaved*, "Tis 
in vain to expect it from any other perſon or 
quarter, from hills and mountains of duties, 
ſervices, and works of righteouſneſs done by 
us; in him alone is the ſalvation of Mael. 
There never was, nor never will be, any other 
way of ſalvation to heaven, and eternal glory; 
for though there may be ways which feen. 
right to men, the end thereof is death ?, 

[2.] Chriſt is a zew way , not newly con- 
trived or found out, for he was /ef up from 
everlaſting, from the beginning, or ever the 


p Acts iv. 11, 12 4 Prov. xvi. 25. 
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earth was * ; nor newly diſcovered, for he was 
made known as the /eed of the woman to our 
firſt parents, immediately after the fall ; nor 
newly made uſe of, for he was the lamb ſlain 


from the foundation of the world *, to whoſe 


blood, righteouſneſs, and facrifice, all the old 
teitament ſaints looked, and by whoſe grace 
they were ſaved, as we are: but he is called 
the new way, in 0 > þ vary to the old way, 
by the covenant of works, and becauſe he is 
more clearly revealed as the way under the 
goſpel-diſpenſation; The Holy Ghoſt this jig- 
nifying, that the way into the holieft of all was 
not yet made mani l, that is, ſo clearly, whale 
the firſt tabernacle was yet andi ng *, More- 
over, he may be called fo, becauſe he was 


lately ſlain, his blood was newly ſhed, and 


his ſacrifice but a little while ago offered up; 
he is 9s mp: pars, the new ſlain way, as 
fome * render the phraſe. Beſides, he is the 
new way, becauſe he 1s always new, and ne- 


ver old: He is 7 fs, the way of ſalvation, 
the ſame to day, yeſterday, and for ever v. 


[3.] He is a living way, He is the living 
Mediator and Redeemer; our way to God 
lies not through the ſacrificcs of lain beaſts, 
of dead carcaſcs, but through a living Saviour, 
who is the author both of ſpiritual and eternal 
life, He gives {piritual life to his people, to 


Prov. viii. 23. t Gen. iii. 1 5. v Rev. 
xiii. 8. w Heb. ix. 8. Bega and Piſcator, 
in Heb, x. 20. y Heb. xiii. 3. 
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| enable them to walk in himſelf the way; for 
there are none but living perſons walk here, 
and he maintains that life in them, ſo that 
none in this way ever die, and he gives unto 
them eternal life. He is the way, the truth, 
and the life, that is, the true way to eternal 
life; and he ever lives, and continues to be this 
way; though he was dead, he is alive for 
evermore, and has the keys of hell and death -. 

[4.] Tis a plain wg neg oxy # a plain 
way, that is, to them that know him to be 
the way of peace. What W:/dom ſays of her 
words, that they are all plan to him that un- 
ny, and right to them that find know- 
ledge *, is equally true of Chriſt as the way; 
who is ſuch an one, in which wayfaring men, 
though fools, men of mean capacities, hall not 
err. This is no round-about way; there are 
no mazes and labyrinths, no windings and 
turnings in it. Chriſt is a ſtraight way to the 
Father, the direct way of ſalvation, a near 
way to heaven: Let thine eyes look right on, 
and let thine eye-lids ook ſtraight before thee *, 
to Jeſus the captain of ſalvation, the author 
and finiſher of faith; and ſo preſs on forward 
to the mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in him. 

[5.] Chriſt is indeed a narrow way, TeS- 
Mum n oo, a preſſed or afflicted way, a way 


® Rev. i. 18. a Prov. viii. 9. d Ta. xxxv. 8. 
. 4 Matt. vii. 14. 
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ſtrowed as it were with afflictions, attended 
with difficulties and diſtreſs : all that walk in 
this way, all that will live godly in Chrift Fefus, 
ſhall ſuffer perſecution *, in one ſhape or an- 
other. They muſt expect tribulation in it ; 
Chriſt has foretold it ; none have been without 
it: This is a path all walk in to heaven; We 
muſt through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God. But then, 

(.) He is a ſafe and ſure way; none ever 
ory or ever will periſh, in this way. 

t is ſaid, No lion ſhall be there, nor any rave- 
nous beaſt ſhall go up thereon ; it ſhall not be 
found there, but the redeemed ſhall walk there i; 
that is, in ſafety : for though Satan goes about 
like a roaring lion, ſceting whom he may de- 
vour , yet he cannot devour or deſtroy any 
that are walking in Chriſt the way; and tho 
there may be many ravenous beaſts of prey, 
ſuch as principalities and powers, the rulers of 
the darkneſs of this world, ſpiritual wicked- 
neſs in high places, which ſeek to oppreſs the 
redeemed that walk here; yet though they 
may diſturb their outward peace, they can 
never take away their ſpiritual comforts, nor 
deprive them of their future happineſs ; for, 
as has been already obſerved, the righteous, 
though they are ſcarcely ſaved, yet they are 
certainly ſaved at laſt. 


e 2 Tim. iii. 12, Acts xiv. 22. 
& Ilia, xxxv. 9. *; Fat v. 8. 


2. There 
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2. There are other leſſer ways and paths of 
doctrine and duty, which agree and fall in 
with, and relate unto Chriſt the chief and prin- 
cipal way, which the word directs faints to 
walk in: He will teach us of his ways, and 
we will walk in his paths. And, 

(1.) There is the path of doctrine, of evan- 

| gelical truths, which are ſometimes called rhe 

way of the Lord. Apollos, an eloquent man, 

and mighty in the ſcriptures, is ſaid to be in- 
ſtructed in the way of the Lord; that is, in 

the doctrines and inſtitutions of Chriſt, of 
which he had got ſome knowledge, though 

but ſmall: Wherefore Aguila and Priſcilla, 
upon hearing of him, took him aſide privately, 
tand expounded to him the way of God more per- 
Feth k; that is, the x are him more diſtinctly 
into the path of trut by their means he be- 
came more acquainted with the doctrines of 
, | the goſpel, and the truths of the Chriſtian re 
fÞ ligion. This is a way which every good man 
. | defires to walk in; he makes choice of it, and 
takes delight and pleaſure i in it. I have cho- 
/ 
1 


ſen, ſays David, the way of truth. Yea, it 
is a very agreeable and pleaſing fight to ſuch 
r | to ſee others walking in this path. The apoſtle 
John tells the elect lady, that he rejo:ced greatly 
„Hat he found of her children walking in truth; 
e | not only uprightly, and with integrity, in their 


1 Ads xviil. 24, 25, 26. | | | 
| Pal, cxix. 30. = John, ver. 4. * of 
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lives and converſations, but in the truth of the 
goſpel. And he expreſſes himſelf in much the 
ſame manner to Gaius“; I rejoiced greatly, 
fays he, when the brethren came and teſtified 
of the truth that is in thee, even as thou walkeſt 
in the truth. I have no greater joy, than to 
hear that my children walk in truth, Now it 
is the Spirit of God that is the guide of his 
people, and leads them into the way of truth : 
When he the Spirit of truth is come, ſays Chriſt, 
he will guide you, ode, vn, he will lead 
you the way, into all truth * ; under whoſe 
guidance and direction, grace, influence and 
aſſiſtance, the ſaints are ſometimes enabled to 
make conſiderable progreſs and advances in 
this way; for the path of the juſt is as the 
ſhining light, that ſhineth more and more unto 
the perfect day v. | 

(2.) There is the path of ordinances, the 
way of Chriſt's commandments ; particularly 
the two goſpel-inſtitutions of Baptiſm and the 

Lord's Supper; which tis the will of Chriſt 
his people ſhould attend unto, and walk in. 
Concerning which, the word gives plain di- 
rections. | . 

The ordinance of baptiſm our Lord him- 
ſelf ſubmitted to, and ſo recommended it by 
his own example: he alſo clothed it with his 
authority, and gave commiſſion to his diſci- 


n 3 Epiſt. iii. 4. 


o John xvi. 13. 
? Prov. iv. 18. 


ples 
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ples to practiſe it; who accordingly did admi- 
niſter it to proper ſubjects, and in a proper 
manner. And if any perſons have any doubt 
or heſitation in their minds about either the 
ſubjects, or mode of baptiſm, let them and 
in the ways and ſee, look up to the way-marks, 
the ſcriptures of truth, and there enquire and 


aſe for the old paths, where is the good way, 


and walk therein . Let them look over the 
accounts of the adminiſtration of this ordi- 
nance in the times of John, Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtles: and as to the ſubjects of it, they 
will find that thoſe who were baptized by 
Jahn, the firſt adminiſtrator of this ordinance, 
were ſuch as confeſſed their fins © ; who being 
made ſenfible of their fins of heart and life, 
made an humble and ingenuous acknowledg- 
ment of them : That thoſe who were baptized 
by Chriſt, or rather by his orders, for Jeg 
Limſelf baptized not, but his diſciples, were 
ſuch who were firſt made diſciples by him; 
that is, they were inſtructed in the knowledge 
of themſelves, and ſalvation by bim; they 
were taught to deny themſelves, take up the 
croſs, and follow him. Te/us made and bap- 
tized more diſciples than Fohn * ; he firſt made 
them diſciples, and then baptized them, or 
ordered them to be baptized : That thoſe to 
whom this ordinance was adminiſtred by the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt, after his reſurrection from 


J Jer, vi. 16. 1 Matt. iii. 6. John iv. 1, 2. 
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the dead, and aſcenſion to heaven, were ſuch 
who received the Holy Ghoſt as well as they, 
who repented of their fins, and believed in 
Chriſt, or at leaſt profeſſed to do fo. The 
inſtance of the eunuch is a remarkable one, 
to whoſe chariot Philip was bid to join him- 
ſelf, when he found him reading a paſſage in 
the prophecy of 1/aiah ; from which ſcripture, 
being taken up into the chariot with him, he 
preached Chriſt to him, gave him an account 
of his perſon, offices, doctrines and ordinan- 
ces, and particularly this of baptiſm : and 
when they were come to a place of water con- 
venient for the adminiſtration of it, the eu- 


nuch ſays to Philip, See, here is water, what 


doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip 


ſaid, If thou believeſt with all thine heart, | 


thou mayeſt. And he anſwered and ſaid, I be- 
lieve that Feſus Chriſt is the Son of God * : 
Upon which profeſſion of his faith he bap- 
tized him. Now this man was a proſelyte 
to the Jetoiſh religion, a ſerious and devout 
man, and was employed in a religious way 
when Philip came up to him; and yet, not- 
withſtanding all this, he had no right to this 
ordinance of Chriſt without faith in him, and 
a profeſſion. of it; nor would Philip admi- 
niſter it to him without it. Look over all 
theſe accounts, I ſay, and you will find the 
perſons now deſcribed to be the only proper 


t Acts vin. 36, 37. 


ſubjects 
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ſubjects of baptiſm : Nor will you be able to 


obſerve, that ever any one infant was bap- 
tized by John, by Chriſt, or his apoſtles; or 1 
that there is either a precept or a preſident for 
ſuch a practice, in all the word of God. 
And as to the mode of adminiſtration of this 
ordinance, if you have any ſcruple about that, | 
look over the fame accounts, and you will i 
find that the firſt ſubjects of it were baptized 1 
in rivers, in places where was a large conflu- 1 
ence of water, and choſe for that purpoſe; 
and that they were there baptized by immer- 
ſion, or covering the whole body in water. 
The firſt that were baptized by John, were | 
. baptized in the river Jordan; as was alſo our | 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, ot whom it is ſaid, When uh 
| 
| 


— LS 


he was baptized, went up ſtraightway out of 
the water * ; not from the water- ſide, but out 
of it; which ſhews that he muſt have been 1 
in it; where he was baptized, not by ſprink- 1 
ling, or pouring water on him, but by im- 
merſion into it; for that he ſhould go into the 
river, in order to be baptized in any other 
way, is not only ridiculous, but incredible. 
Jom allo baptized in Quon, near to Salim, 
becauſe there was much water * there; a large 
confluence of it, fit for his purpoſe, and his 
way of adminiſtration, When Philip bap- 
tized the eunuch, tis ſaid they went down both 
into the water *; not the dcchivity of the earth, 


u Matt. 111. 6, 16. john ul. 23 
* Acts viii. 36, 38, 39 | 
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to the water- ſide, or bank of the river; for 
this little filly trifling criticiſm is deſtroyed by 
what the hiſtorian obſerves before, that they 
came unto a certain water, the river Eleuthe- 
rus, as Bega conjectures : They were come 
to the river- ſide, to the bank of it, when the 
eunuch deſired baptiſm ; and it being agreed 
to, they went down into the water it ſelf, and 
he baptized him; and when they were come 15 
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught 
away Philip. Which circumſtances clearly 
ſhew in what manner this ordinance was ad- 
miniſtred. Nor can any other mode but that 
of immerſion anſwer to the primary ſignifica- 
tion of the word g; nor to the types 
of baptiſm, Noah's ark, and the paſſing of 
the iaelites under the cloud, and in the lea ; 
nor the end of baptiſm, which is to repreſent 
the burial and reſurrection of Chriſt ; nor the 
metaphorical baptiſms of Chriſt's ſufterings, 
and the extraordinary donation of the Spirit 
on the day of Pentecoſt. 

The Lord's Supper is another ordinance of 
Chriſt, which he himſelf inſtituted and ad- 
miniſtred to his diſciples, and ordered them to 
obſerve in remembrance of him ; and which 
they accordingly did. The firſt Chriſtians 
were inſtructed in it, and taught to attend to 


it; and it is taken notice of, to their honour, 


that hey continued ſtedfaſtly in the apoſtles 


In loc. 


dofttring 
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doftrine and fellowſhip, and in breaking of 


bread, and in prayer *. This is an ordinance 
to be performed with faith and fervency, in 
commemoration of the ſufferings and death, 
ſacrifice and ſatisfaction of Chriſt ; and that 
frequently, and to be continued until the 
coming of Chriſt. And it any man has any 
doubt about the ordinance it felf, let him 
conſult {ue 1acred oracles, they will direct 
him in this way ; or about his right unto it, 
let him examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat“. 
But beſides theſe paths of particular ordinan- 
ces, the word behind us directs us to, 

(3.) The way of divine worſhip in gene- 
ral, both publick and private. The worſhip 
of God was firſt perſonal, and then was ſet 
up in a family, in Adam's family ; but when 
men increaſed into families, and theſe grew 
numerous, they joined together in publick 
ſocial acts of worſhip, and began i call upon 
the name of the Lord* conjunctly, and in a 
publick manner. When Vael, the pecple 
of God's choice, became a diſtinct nation, a 
tabernacle was ſet up by divine order, at the 
door of which the whole congregation was at 
certain times to aſſemble; and when the 
were eſtabliſhed in the land the Lord their 
God gave unto them, a temple was built, 
whither the ſeveral tribes went up to worſhip 


* AQs ii. 42. * 1 Cor. xi. 28. 
* Gen, iv. 26. 
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the Lord in his holy mountain. Prophecies 
were delivered out under the Old Teſtament 
diſpenſation ; that the ſaints under the new 
ſhould call upon the name of the Lord to ſerve 


him with one conſent ©; which were remark- 


ably fulfilled in the firſt Chriſtians, who met 
together to pray, and hear the word, and 
were of one heart and of one foul * ; nor ought 
we to forſake the aſſembling of our ſelves toge- 
ther, as the manner of ſome is, but exhorting 
one another, and ſo much the more, as we ſee 
the day approaching *. There is alſo private 
worſhip, which ſhould be attended ; the peo- 
ple of God ought to meet in private together, 
and pray with one another; build up one 
another in their moſt holy faith, and converſe 
together about the things of God, and their 
own experience. There's a family worſhip 
which ſhould be kept up : We ought to read 
the Scripture, and pray in and with, and for 
our families; and there is alſo a perſonal, 
cloſet, ſecret worſhip, which ſhould not be 
neglected : When thou prayeſt, ſays Chriſt, 
enter into thy cloſet, and when thou haſt ſhut 
thy acer, pray to thy Father which is in ſe- 
cret, and thy Father which feeth in ſecret 
Dall reward thee openly 4 | 

(J.) The path of duty, or the way of Go- 
ſpe! converſation and holineſs, is directed to 


, 


4.5 7 eph. 111. 9 | 
f Matt. vi. 6 
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by the word behind us. External holineſs of 
life is what becomes the goſpel of Chriſt, 
and ought to be followed by all the profeſſors 
of it. The doctrine of the grace of God in- 
ſtruts them in it, and engages them to it : 
It teaches them how they ſhould behave both 
in the world, and in the church ; that they 
ought to walk in wiſdom towards them that 
are without, circumſpettly, not as fools but as 
wiſe, redeeming the time, becauſe the days are 
evil*; and it directs them to walk in love to- 
wards one another, with all lowlineſs and 
meekneſs, with long-ſuffering, forbearing one 
another in love, endeavouring to keep the unity 


of the Spirit in the bond of peace“. 


III. 1 am now to ſhew you what is meant 


by walking in this way which is here exhorted 
to. Walking, as it reſpects Chriſt the way, 
deſigns believing in him; to believe in the 
light, and to walk in the light, are one and 
the ſame thing. Believing in Chriſt, and 
walking in Chriſt, are terms ſynonymous. 
"Tis by faith believers walk in Chriſt : Ve 
walk by faith, ſays the Apoſtle, not by fight *. 
Faith 1s the eye of the Sul which looks to 
Chriſt, and is the foot by which 1t goes to 
him, and walks in him, as it has recerved 


him“. Walking, as it reſpects the other 


E Col. iv. 5. Eph. v. 15, 16. : 
h Eph. v. 2. and iv. 2, 3. ' 2 Cor: Pe 3, 
* Col. it. 7. | | 
E 2 Ways. 
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ways of doctrine and duty, ſignifies an em- 
bracing of them, and obedience to them ; far 
as there is faith, and where-ever it is in truth, 
there is and will be the obedience of faith; 
ſuch as receive Chriſt and his goſpel truly, 
obey from the heart the form of doctrine deli- 
vered to them'; and are defirous of walkin 
in all the commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord blameleſs®, They make Chriſt the pat- 
tern and example, after whom they would co- 
py, and would willingly walk, even as he walk- 
ed a. Now walking in both theſe tenſes, 
1. Suppoſes life. A dead man cannot 
walk, nor even ſtand upon his feet. Men in 
a ſtate of nature are dead in treſpaſſes and ſins o. 
Whocver [ve in pleaſure, in ſinful luſts and 
pleaſures, are dead while they live. There 
muſt be : principle of life implanted in them; 
the ſpirit of life from Chriſt muſt enter into 
them ; breath from the almighty muſt come 
into them, as in the dry bones in EzekzePs vi- 
ſion, cer they'll ſtand upon their feet, walk 
in Chriſt, and in his ways, believe in him, 
cr obey him truly. 58 
2. This ſuppoſes ſtrength as well as life. 
There may be life where there is no ſtrength 
to walk ; but there can be no ſtrength where 
there 1s no life, Men in a ſtate of unrege- 
neracy, as they are deſtitute of life, they are 


Rom. vi. 17. „ Luke i. 6. 
* 1 John ii. 6. *© Eph. ii. 1. 1 Tim. v. 6. 
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without ſtrengtho. In this condition are 
God's elect, whilſt unregenerate, and ſo they 
were when Chriſt died for them : Nor can 
they do any thing without him, though all 
things through him ſtrengthening of them. 
In him are both their righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength ; to him they look tor both; and as 
they receive the one, ſo they do the other 
from him, whereby they are enabled to walk 
in him, and in his ways; and ſuch only are 
capable thereof : Bleſſed is the man whoſe 
flrength is in thee, in whoſe heart are the 
ways of them *, 

3. This requires wiſdom and guidance as 


well as ſtrength. Tis ſaid of the wicked,“ 


that there is no judgment in thetr goings © : 
They are like children that have no diſcre- 
tion; can't conduct themſelves; they are 
without a true guide, rule and direction; 
they walk after the fleſh, the dictates of 
carnal reaſon : And, indeed, he way of man, 
even of a good man, ig not in himſelf, it 
is not in man that walketh to direct his ſteps *; 
the Spirit of God is his guide and director ; 


by him his ffeps are ordered; he holds him by 


his hand; he teaches him to go, and guides 
him w2th his counſel. 

4. Walking denotes a progreſſion, a going 
on, and forwards. It is not taking a ſtep or 


P Rom. v. 6. 4 Pfal. Ixxxiv. 5 
7 Ia; lix. 8. . $3. 
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two that can properly be called walking, 
There are ſome perſons who take but, as it 
were, a ſtep or two in religion ; in the way of 
God : They are no ſooner in, but they are out 
again ; this can't be faid to be walking in the 
way ; nor are ſuch who have put their hand 
to the plough and look back, fit for the kingdom 
of God. But true walkers in Chriſt are not 
of them who draw back unto perdition, but of 
them that believe, continue to believe, go on 
believing in Chriſt, walking in him, and in 
his truths and ordinances, to the ſaving of the 
ſoul; that is, until they receive the end 
of their faith, even the ſalvation of their 


«fouls . 


IV. The laſt thing propoſed, is. to conſider 
the advantages which ariſe to perſons who 
walk in the way directed to ; and which may 
be looked upon as lo many encouragements 
thereunto. And, 

1. A man that walks in this way may be 
ſure he is right; he has a ſure way to walk | 
in, a ſure guide that goes before him, and | 
directs him, and a ſure word of prophecy, to 
which he does well to take heed. And if at 
any time doubts concerning the way ariſe, he 
has nothing more to do, than to look up to the 

 way-marks ; to conſult the Scriptures, which 
arc ready at hand, and to hearken to the 


* W 3 "AY =# 5 


* Luke ix. 62. v Heb. x. 39. 1 Pet. i. 9. 
voice 
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voice behind him, when he is about to turn 
to the right hand or the left. As it is, on 
the one hand, very uncomfortable to travel- 
lers, when they know not whether they are 
in the right road or no; ſo on the other 
hand, it makes them go on more chear- 
fully, and their journey more eaſy and plea- 
ſant, when they are ſatisfied they are in the 
right way. 

2. Such are well provided for that walk 
in the way the word directs unto ; their 
bread is given them, and their waters are 
ſure unto them. Though they paſs through 
the valley of Baca, the valley of weeping, 
yet they find a well that ſupplies them with 
every thing necetiary, Chritt is a /im to 
warm, refreſh, and comfort them, and a 
ſoeild to protect them from all their enemies; 
he gives them grace, every necaful ſupply of 
it by the way, and will, at laſt, give them 
glory; and in the mean while, wir -Holds 10 
good thing from them that walk uprightly in 
this way *. | | 

3. Such may expect to be ſtrengthened 
yet more and more; to go from ffrength to 
ftrength, from one degree of it to another; 
fince God has promiſed that the r:ghteous 
ſhall bold on his <eay ; and he that hath clean 
hands hall be ſtronger and ffronger ; and, 
that they that wait upon the Lord fhatl re- 


v Pal. Ixxxiv. 6, 11. 
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new their ſtrength; they ſhall mount up 


with wings as eagles, they ſhall run and 
not be weary, they ſhall walk and not faint * ; 
yea, the way of the Lord it ſelf is ftrength 
unto the upright r.. What greater Encou- 
ragement can there be to walk on in this 
way; and againſt thoſe doubts and fears 
which are apt to poſſeſs the minds of poor 
wearv travellers ? 

4. Wiſdom's ways are ways of pleaſant- 
neſs, and all her paths are peace. Chriſt 
himſelf, as the way, is pleaſant to walk in, 
and © are all the leſſer paths of doctrine and 
duty ; none of his commandments are grie- 
vous, his yoke is eaſy, and his burden light; 
his tabernacles are amiable; a day in his 
courts is better than a thouſand elſewhere. 
When he ſheds abroad his love, how chear- 
fully do believers run the way of his com- 
mandments ? Whcn he puts his Spirit with- 
in them, to enable them to walk in his ſta- 
tutes, with what plcature do thev obſerve 
them? And when he liſts up the light of his 
countenance, and aftords his gracious pre- 
ſence, and fills them with joy unſpeakable 
and full of glory; this produces an inward, 
ſettled, and perfect peace. | 

5. The preſcnce of God and Chriſt may 


be looked for by ſuch, fince it is ſaid, Thou 


* Job xvii. 9. Iſa. xl. 31. 
Prov. x. 29. s Chap. iii. 47. 
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meeteſt him that rejoiceth and worketh righ- 
reouſneſs ; thoſe that remember thee in thy 
ways. Where is God to be met with? 
Or, can it be expected that God ſhould 
meet with us but in Chriſt the way? 
And where is the preſence of Chriſt to 
be enjoyed, as in his houſe, his ordinan- 


ces; and in thoſe ways his word directs 


unto ? 

6. The Lord has promiſed to give walk- 
ing oo to ſuch perſons: Thus ſaith the 
Lord of hoſts, if thou wilt walk in my ways, 
and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou 
halt alfo judge my houſe, and ſhalt alſo keep 
my courts, and I will give thee places to walk 
among theſe that ſtand bye; meaning either 
among the angels or faints, and that both in 
| this world, and in that which is to come; 
for they have fellowſhip with both, in either 
tate: and the fame ſhall alſo walk with 
Chriſt in bite ©, in the robe of his righ- 
teouſneſs, and in the raiment of immor- 
tality ; for they are worthy, not through 
their own, but the w orthineſs of Chriſt. 
In a word, As many as walk in this way, 
and according fo this rule, peace be on 


them, and mercy, and upon the Iſrael of 


God s. | 


. Ia. lxiv. 5g. d Zech. iti. 7. 
© Rev. iii. 4: 4 Gal. vi. 16. 
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I have now finiſhed what I propoſed, in 


conſidering this paſſage of __— which 


our deceaſed friend, in her life-time, de- 


| fired might be the ſubject of her funeral 


diſcourſe, and whoſe character might now 
be expected from me. She was, I under- 
ſtand, averſe to encomiums on ſuch occa- 
ſions; and, for my own part, I never had 
any great inclination to ſuch ſervice, and 
may be very well now excuſed, ſince the 


deceaſed was an entire ſtranger to me; and 


had I been never ſo well acquainted with her, 
it would be needleſs to give her character 


among you; who ſo well knew her manner 


of life and converſation, how ſhe behaved 


as a wife, a parent, friend, and neighbour ; 
and thoſe of you who had the happineſs of 
a Chriſtian converſation with her, knew 
what an experience ſhe had of the grace of 
God; what were her faith in Chriſt, love to 


him, and zeal for his cauſe and intereſt, his 


honour and glory. 


Imperfections and infirmities belong to 
human nature; thefe is not a juſt man or 


woman that lives, and does good, and ſin- 


neth not. If any thing of this kind has 
fallen under your obſervation, it ought to be 
buried in total filence, and in everlaſting ob- 
livion: And the uſes you are to make of it, 
for your ſelves, are humility, care, and cau- 
tion. But, on the other hand, qwhatſcever 


things 
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things are true, whatſoever things are bo- 
neſt, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever 


things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, 


whatſoever things are of good report, if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any praiſe, 
think on theſe things, and do them; and the 
God of peace ſhall be with you. 


Phil. iv. 8, 9. 
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Meſſiah, conlider'd, and proved to be literally fulfilled in 
Jeſus ; containing an Anſwer to the Objections of the Au- 
thor of the Scheme of literal-Prophecy. i oY 

The Doctrine of the Trinity ſtated and vindicated ; be- 
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ther Truths ſtated and defended. In a Letter to Doctor 
Jer. Second Edition. Wh 
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called, an Addreſs to young Students in Divinity, &c. 

The moral Nature and Fitneſs of Things conſider'd; 
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© There are alſo, ſeveral other Sermons and Tracts pub- 
liſhed by the ſame Author, and fold by A. and. 


* 


* 


